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INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND STADIO

Youprehablythmkiyoure pretiyliterate; dontyou?.
(Steedman Thake, 2023)

VWhen younger, were you identified as being
benind your reading age, on point, oranead?.

l How valid are the reading tests schools use?

-

Well, that is not exactly the focus of today's session, %}(i‘
but is the precursor to what | am about to share... A'\ \.
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DEVELOPMENT OF READING STADIO

Readingiuencyusually developsiatiagesvilors:

Reading with full comprehension and other critical thinking aspects follow later.



COMPONENTS OF FLUENCY STADIO
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Finding a;
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“Here is a fascinating read from 1856. | want the book report submitted next week!”
- Your friendly traditional librarian and media centre specialist



Finding a SelUtion:
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“Let’s record a story on my cellphone to help blind children!”
- Your friendly and enthusiastic classmates



FINDING A SOLUTION
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2. PROJECT OVERVIEW STADIO

Introduction:
- Originated at Eden College Durban in 2012.

- Provides blind children access to children's stories in MP3 format globally.

- Inspired by the Pay it Forward philosophy.

Primary Goal: Improve reading of grade 8 learners and offer visually impaired
children a digital repository of audio stories (MP3).

Global Reach and Appeal: Stories read authentically by tweens available
online, accessible 24/7 (as compared to Tape Aids for the Blind).




ESTABLISHING THE READING AGE OF PARTICIPANTS

L reading test pdf
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canary attractive imagine nephew gradually
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Reading
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circumstances destiny urge labourers exhausted
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In most cases, there was a dramatic improvement in

reading age over 5 months.




3. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STADIO

Origins:

. Began with a Grade 8 English class to improve reading skills using
mobile phone recordings (MP3).

. Learners had to adapt stories to incorporate the visual elements.

- Expanded from a classroom initiative to an international project
endorsed by global organisations.

Growth:

. Collaborations with local and global participants, including students,
teachers, youth groups and some celebrities.
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Some organisations that endorsed this project and media that reported on it
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SUNDAY TRIBUNE

azeta

WYBORCZA.PL

Pay it Forward ®
Foundation, San {Y}‘,

Luis Obispo, PAY IT FORWARD
California, USA FOUNDATION
World Blind .
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Canada
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Blind, Durban, SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND
South Africa
Microsoft Global
Education, Microsoft -
Redmond EDUCATION

’ PROGRAMS

Washington,
USA
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4. KEY ACHIEVEMENTS STADIO

SA Winner: South African Partners in Learning Conference (May, 2012).

Regional Presentation: A winning project at the Middle East and Africa Partners in
Learning Regional Conference (MEA PIL), Marrakech, Morocco (September, 2012).

Global Recognition: Invited to present at the Global PIL Forum in Prague, Czech
Republic, a.k.a. the "Olympics of Teaching” (November, 2012). MARRAKECHZ#

SEPT

Replication: The project was rolled-out in Taiwan and then 9 other countries.]

Online repository of titles: Over 500 existing and original stories were recorded in ]
26 languages from over 20 countries.]

Microsoft _
Partners in Learning

Global Forum

your ideas matter
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* Executive Principal of St. Mary’s DSG, Kloof,
Jonathon Manley commented on Twitter (now X),

“Cellphones in the hands of
children and a visionary
teacher influences a blind
world. Qutstanding!”

* (29 May 2012). This projectis now operatingin
10 countries.

Students gain digital literacy skills
through the use of various tools. The
project is grounded in a real-world
Issue, encouraging creative

W problem-solving while making

2 o I \ learning fun and relevant. The
ANNNSPIred teacher could cre aiCRRENEEBIIES combination of real-world relevance,
Qnterdisciplinary project tHeBICHGECEIEHE collaboration, and digital tools can

REDIEM=-SOLVING Wi BIeuEIET . . .
2 ideogram sod FHIA cultagoration and result in an innovative and
N g igennalogy . . .
meaningful learning experience.




DIGITAL LITERACY STADIO

“Digital’literacy goes beyond merely operating
technology tools and devices. It includes the
cognitive and social processes that take place
when reading, writing, and communicating In
digital spaces and with digital teols." — Branson, 2023




THE ROLE OF Al IN RE-IMAGINING THE PROJECT

Welcome tp .
our Lectuye
Venue. .,

\ “I believe Al is going'to change'the world more than
anything in the history of humanity. More than

electricity.” - Kai-Fu Lee, Al Expert, Chairman and CEO of
Sinovation Venture, Author of Al Superpowers and Al 2041.
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SIMPLIFIED METHODOLOGY, RE-IMAGINED STADIO

I Al-generated Human rican Stories

stories following oversight to fiedrelclely
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S. THE ROLE OF Al IN RE-IMAGINING PAY IT FORWARD FOR STADIO
THE BLIND e

Harnessing Al:
- Al helps create an international repository of African children's stories.
- Al-assisted story generation and recording.

. Human oversight ensures accuracy, cultural relevance, and removal of Al
biases.

Reimagined Goal:

- Leverage Al to expand access to African children's stories worldwide.

Value for Stadio students:

. oStadio students gain skills in critical thinking and Al literacy.

. Stadio students and alumni have access to the repository.



STORIES e

Al-powered E-Library:

Stories available in Englishrand eventually, multiple languages; including African
languages.

@PPORUNILESHORIANSTENMAation:
N\

Stadio students could help train LLMs from an African perspective, possibly
reducing WASPish biases.




7. KEY FEATURES AND CHALLENGES STADIO

Global Reach: African stories in English and other languages

Accessible via digital and mobile devices 24/7.

Al & Human Collaboration: Al assists in story creation, human review
ensures educational value.

Technical challenges: Glitches and noise during recording, slow internet
Speeds.

Al challenges: Mitigating biases, Improving story. accuracy.

Highlioht:




8. FUTURE GOALS AND EDUCATIONAL IMPACT STADIO

Enhances Al
literacy,
promotes
African stories
and inclusivity

for blind children

Encourages
global
collaboration
and
iInternational
partnerships in
education and
technology

STaUIOSTUUENTS
efzlin) shdlls i
critical thinking;
global
collapoeration;
digital=andiAl=
Iteracy.




9. CONCLUSION STADIO

| Key Takeaway: Pay it Forward for the Blind will be an evolving project
that exemplifies how Al and human creativity can intersect to create
" inclusive, transformative educational resources.

The blind spot: Stadio students will focus on helping blind children while
unwittingly optimising their critical thinking and Al literacy skills

(G2l eACH ORI NVIIINGIEdUGCALOrSHECANGIOGISISSIStERUnIVErsitiesand .
OrganisationsiercollaborateintexpandingithiSTProjECIHURNET: -4 |\.




PROMPT: =
‘Al Thank you -
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https:/Adeogram.ai/g/09_kXh4TSWWQPVFEWigrA/0
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