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AFRICANISING THE CURRICULUM: LOW HANGING FRUIT?
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CONTEXT

• It is trite that South African higher education is diversely 
complex in context imbued with various limitations  and 
challenges such inequalities, complex and socially irrelevant 
curriculum and high level of student debt and unemployed 
youth including graduates.
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CONTEXT

• Research ( lived experiences) further reveal that the nature 
of university curriculum, types of knowledge selected, 
pedagogical approaches used by lecturers to recontextualise 
disciplinary knowledge are heavily influenced  by western 
notions and pedagogies. Thus, unrelatable to our students.

• Moreover, our educational system is not responsive to 
evolving economic societal needs, and does not adequately 
prepare students for the rapidly changing world.
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CONTEXT Cont…

• Thus, there are calls (and need) for curriculum that is socially 
relevant, addresses societal and policy changes and is able to 
prepare students for a continuously evolving world.
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AIM

AIM:

Advocate for the transformation of the curriculum, 
intentionally/consciously  integrating indigenous 
knowledge(s) as critical ingredients of curriculum 
transformation.
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OUTLINE

•    Definitions (curriculum, africanisation, indigenous      
                            knowledge systems, transformative  
                            constitutionalism)
•    Curriculum Transformation in Practice

•     Conclusion
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DEFINITIONS
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CURRICULUM

•  Ajani et al (2021), describe  curriculum as the learning 
experience that students are exposed to taking into account 
the past, present and the future – to attain the intended 
outcomes.

•  It focuses on both the planned learning experiences and how 
knowledge is attained by students and their teachers.
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CURRICULUM Cont..

•  Curriculum must have clear values that underpin the teaching 
and learning process, including the values of ubuntu, social 
justice , responsibility etc (College of Law Statement: UNISA).
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Indigenous Knowledge Systems

• Mawere J et al (2022); define IKS as community’s knowledge 
systems accumulated over time and are ever evolving.

• Complex set of knowledges, skills and technologies that are 
constantly evolving in response to specific conditions of 
indigenous populations and communities in specific 
geographic locations.

•   IKS, a combination of knowledge systems comprised of
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Indigenous Knowledge 
Systems cont…

technology, philosophy, social, economic and philosophical, 
legal and government paradigms/systems. These systems are an 
integral part of the history and culture of the people.

• IKS are contextual and established through trial and error.
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Africanisation

• It describes an education reform that incorporates African 
culture into formal education.

• It is a process of inclusion, that consciously affirms African 
tradition and identities in the global society.

• It is dynamic, developmental and adaptable, thus aligned to 
concepts of relevance, responsiveness, transformative, 
essential to a curriculum transformation endeavour.
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Africanisation Conti...

• Áfricanisation is a process of inclusion that stresses the 
importance of affirming African cultures and identities in the 
world community.
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Transformative 
Constitutionalism

• Has no single definition:
• It is a project or enterprise of inducing large scale social change 

through non-violent processes grounded in law.
• A political enterprise pursued through law – it includes 

economic transformation and a change in legal culture.
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Curriculum Transformation and 
Development
Areas for 

Africanisation and ubuntu

Technology 

Entrepreneurship

Graduate Attributes and Student voices
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Curriculum Transformation in 
Practice

Curriculum Transformation & Development- 
Law Program



CT: ANCHORS, DRIVERS & STRATEGIES (EGS)
HUMANISING THE LAW

(ANCHORS)

• Reclaiming Laws humanness 
(promotion of social justice 

over technical rules)
• Sensitivity to social, cultural 

narratives, 
groups/communities and 

minorities

EPISTEMOLOGY (ANCHORS)
• Law & justice 

epistemologically 
determined

• Every culture or 
perception of law & justice 
given appropriate 
recognition in teaching & 
learning

STRATEGIES
• Identification of barriers

• Involvement of 
stakeholders

• Role of MIT  approaches
• Encouraging participatory 

curriculum development

DRIVERS
• University Vision

• CT Policy 
• Implementation 

Framework
• Graduateness 

Imperatives
• Technology

ANCHOR:UBUNTU

• Languages
• Epistemologies- people’s 

world views, culture etc
• Graduateness- an element of 

social consequence

LENS:

Transf
ormati

ve
Const.
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PROCESSES

EXAMPLES:
• Resources
• Curriculum transformation plan
• Stakeholders (participatory curriculum reviews)
• Identification of modules to review
• Internal and external ‘reviewers’
• Approval Processes.
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Low Hanging Fruit?

• Yes, with resources, dedication and clarity of purpose.
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CONCLUSION

                                             Thank You…
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