
Student Engagement
………as integrated practice at STADIO



What/Why?

Dimensions

Strategies





Introductory thoughts….
• No consensus on common definition (Azvedo, 2015, Bodly et al., 2017)

• “Conceptual slipperiness” (Silver & Perrini, 2010)



“Student engagement is 
defined as the students’ 
psychological state of activity 
that makes them feel activated, 
exert effort, and be absorbed
during learning activities and 
students’ state of connection 
with the school community”
Kassab et al., 2023, p. 2



Groccia, 2018

Experiences in learning, 
teaching, research

At cognitive, behavioral 
and emotional levels 

Through interaction with 
peers, faculty, institution





Why
Student engagement as a predictor 
of 

• academic success, 

• well-being, 

• satisfaction, 

• increased retention, 

• decreased burnout, and 

• enhanced self-directed learning 
(Kassap et al., 2023)



Further thoughts….

Generally accepted that engagement 
is indicator of success and 
achievement

(Agudo-Peregrina et al., 2014; Beer et al., 2010; Ramos & 
Yudko, 2008; Zepke, 2013)

Enhances lecturer motivation (Frenzel et al, 
2009)

Some researchers have found little 
correlation (Conijn et al., 2017;  Mwalumbwe & 
Mtebe, 2017)

Agreement that it is a multi-
dimensional concept (Fredricks et al., 2004)



Dimensions



Online 
Engagement 
Framework

As a lens for planning learning & teaching

Redmond et al. (2018)

Behavioral

Social

EmotionalCollaborative

Cognitive



Behavioral

• Participation in academic activities, e.g. 
“doing the work and following the rules” 
(Fredricks, Bluemenfeld & Paris, 2004, p.65).

• Lecturers’ pedagogical strategies 
significantly influence this aspect (Kelly et al., 2024)

• Developing agency



CL DL

Class participation & Participation marks
Video quizzes

√
√

Online participation √ √

Task management & Goal setting:
Study plans
Canvas Home page
Tracking, badging

√
√

√

√

Breaking down barriers):
Induction
Class activities
Small break away groups online (talk & see)
Kahoot/Mentimeter
Give turns

√
√
√
√
√

√

√
√

Course clarity – Canvas √ √

Fostering agency

Behavioral



Emotional

• Students’ feelings toward their learning 
(Redmond et al., 2018)

• Includes interest and motivation (Grazia & Molinari, 2023)

• Activated by both positive and negative 
emotions

• Closely linked to climate, where supportive 
environments enhance students’ emotional 
connections to learning (Grazia & Molinari, 2023)



Emotional
CL DL

Motivation √

Interest
SRA Advice on qualification

√ √

Setting expectations and keeping promises √ √

Classroom/online climate √ √

Wellness support √ √

Developing the ability to cope
C4AS activities
Induction

√ √

Fair assessment √ √

Task relevance √ √



Cognitive
• “Comprehend complex ideas and master difficult 

skills” Fredricks, Bluemenfeld & Paris, 2004, p.60)

• Mental effort, including critical thinking and self-
regulation, integration of ideas 

• Enhanced through active learning strategies

• Developing and distributing deep discipline 
understandings (Redmond et al., 2018)

• Surface (easily distracted, completing task as means to 
an end rather than learning) vs Deep (justify, compare, 
integrate, link to new information, a preference 
towards challenge (Redmond et al., 2018)



CL DL

Laurillard learning types √ √

Intentional instructional design of learning 
materials

√ √

Disciplinary engagement - WIL
Problem-based learning
Project-based learning

√ √

Critical thinking in assessment √ √

Feedback moments on assessment √ √

Asking interesting questions and engaging in 
meaningful discussions

√ √

Pre-recorded asynchronous material √ √

Cognitive



Social
• Interaction with peers and lecturers; developing 

networks (Redmond et al., 2018)

• Fostering a sense of belonging and community 
(Russel & Jarvis, 2019)

• Of particular importance in online environments 
(Toma & Berge, 2024)

• Establishing trust (Redmond et al., 2018)

• Socio-cultural: expanding viewpoints; awareness 
of, and appreciation for, others from diverse 
social and cultural backgrounds (Kassab et al., 2023)



CL DL

Relationships with peers
Activities outside classroom – on campus
Whatsapp groups

√
√

Talking about themselves and their contexts √ √

Relationships with lecturer
Module Q&A
Consultations

√ √

Sense of belonging to STADIO
Sports/esports/culture
Branded clothing/items

√ √

Working with peers on assessment tasks √ √

Socio-cultural
Fostering appreciation of others ito social and cultural 
backgrounds

√ √

“Someone to go to” 
“Somewhere to get help”

√ √

Social



Collaborative

• Interaction with peers and lecturers; 
developing networks (Redmond et al., 2018)

• Fostering a sense of belonging and 
community

• Connecting to institutional opportunities 
(Redmond et al., 2018)



Collaborative
CL DL

Internationalisation √ √

WIL – Project-based learning in industry √ √

Collaborative learning in groups
Syndicate groups
Tutor sessions

√

Collaboration with industry √ √



Engagement can best be understood as a 
relationship…

Student

Peers

Institution

Lecturer

Curriculum

Roleplayers

Teaching

Yazzie-Mintz, 2010



Engagement can best be understood as a 
relationship…
Yazzie-Mintz, 2010

(Tinto, 1997, 1998)

In an academic system and a social system…

Student

Peers

STADIO

Lecturer

Curriculum

Admin/ 
Support 

Roleplayers

Teaching

External events

External events

External events
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